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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To save compression picture data to be 
saved while the setting of a compression rate is varied 
automatically to obtain desired number of the data and to 
obtain a best picture state within this range. 

CONSTITUTION: A control section 100 is operated to 
ensure a memory area able to record two still pictures or 
over to a memory card 12 In terms of coded compression 
picture data. A counter circuit 14 measures a contained 
data quantity when each memory area stores the 
compressed picture data. An error detection circuit 15 
calculates an error between a measured value of the 
counter circuit and a prescribed value. A comparator circuit 
18 discriminates the quantity of an error obtained by the 
error detection circuit. The control section 100 changes a 
processing parameter to implement coding processing for 
an optional number of times and writes the result to an 
optional memory area till a time reaches a limit time or the 
magnitude of the error reaches a prescribed value when 
original picture data picked up precedingty are stored in a 
memory area till a succeeding image pickup instruction is 
received after an image pickup instruction is first received. 
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